TITLE AND SUMMARY FOR INITIATIVE MEASURE

TITLE

Initiative Measure Amending the Martinez General Plan to Create an Overlay Designation and

Adopt Regulations Relating to Open Space, Parks and Recreation Lands

SUMMARY

The proposed initiative measure would amend the Martinez General Plan to:

Create a new “overlay”land use designation described as “Protected Open Space” and
apply that designation as an additional land use designation to all lands in the City of
Martinez currently designated by the existing General Plan as Open Space, Public
Permanent Open Space, Open/Space Conservation, Environmentally Sensitive Land and
Parks and Recreation and other lands set aside and designated for open space, park
and/or outdoor recreation use. This new overlay designation is stated to apply to such
lands whether the lands are publically or privately owned and appears to be intended to
automatically apply to all lands designated in any of the above categories at any time in
the future.

With limited exceptions, regulate the allowable uses on all such private and public lands
to permit only the following uses: nature conservation or study, ecosystem, habitat and
watershed preservation, historical or cultural site preservation, hiking trails, park use,
outdoor recreation uses (including but not limited to golf course, playing fields, outdoor
swimming facilities, outdoor sport courts, stables and riding facilities), agriculture,
forestry, grazing and other similar uses. The measure would add uses not currently
permitted by the City’s Zoning Ordinance in Open Space (such as, outdoor swimming
facilities and sport courts), and prohibit uses currently permitted on Recreational Lands
(such as, small craft harbor, concessionaire structures, restaurants and marine uses).

On privately owned lands designated Open Space/Conservation Use, limit residential
uses, roads and parking areas to less than two percent of the entire land area.

On privately owned lands designated Open Space/Conservation Use or Environmentally
Sensitive Lands, limit residential uses: a) Within the “Alhambra Creek Watershed”, to
one Dwelling Unit per acre; and b) Outside the “Alhambra Creek Watershed”, to 2
Dwelling Units per acre.

Limit to a described formula and process, residential development on privately owned
lands designated Environmentally Sensitive Lands in the Franklin Hills sub-area.

Neither the Protected Open Space designation, nor any of the regulations described
above, could be changed without an election where a majority vote of the voters of
Martinez voted in favor of such a change.



